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The HISTORY of the Mound House begins with the CALUSA Indians who 
built the shell MOUND and lived there beginning 2,000 years ago.  Later, 
CUBAN fisher folk used the mound for camping while catching and 
processing fish to bring back to Cuba.  The GILBERT family homesteaded 
on the shell mound and was the first to own land on Fort Myers Beach in 
1894.  In 1906, the CASE family built the first part of the Mound House 
which is the oldest building remaining on Fort Myers Beach.  Captain Jack 
DELYSLE expanded the house in 1921.  In the 1940s, the JAMES 
Foundation conducted scientific research at the Mound House including 
experiments with concentrate orange juice. The LONGs were the last family 
to own the Mound House before the Town of Fort Myers Beach bought the 
property in 1999. 

 


